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TAGS  PREL,  NATO,  AF,  NL 

SUBJECT:  NETHERLANDS:  CABINET  FALLS  OVER  AFGHANISTAN 

ELECTIONEERING 

REF:  A.  THE  HAGUE  097  B.  THE  HAGUE  15  C.  09  THE  HAGUE  758  D.  09  THE  HAGUE  663  E.  09  THE  HAGUE  271 
Classified  By:  Deputy  Chief  of  Mission  Edwin  R.  Nolan  for  reasons  1.4  ( b)  and  (d) 

11.  (C/NF)  SUMMARY:  Following  a marathon  15  hour  Cabinet  meeting,  the  Dutch  Cabinet  fell  around  02:30  a.m.,  February  20  due  to  fundamental  disc 

12.  (C)  AFGHANISTAN  THE  LATEST  IN  A STRING  OF  IRRITANTS  FOR  DUTCH  CABINET:  Frustration  among  government  ministers  has  been  building  for  the  pas 

13.  (C)  POSTURING  OVER  AFGHANISTAN  BROUGHT  DOWN  GOVERNMENT:  During  the  past  several  weeks.  Bos,  motivated  by  perceptions  of  a weak  defense  of  E 

14.  (U)  LIKELY  OUTCOME:  LONG  PERIOD  OF  CARETAKER  GOVERNMENT  WITH  LIMITED  AUTHORITY:  With  the  Cabinet's  announcement,  the  PM  will  submit  his  res 

15.  (C/NF)  IMMEDIATE  CONCERN  FOR  U.S.  INTERESTS  — DUTCH  FUTURE  STATUS  IN  URUZGAN : FM  Verhagen ' s Chief  of  Staff  Marcel  de  Vink  told  us  earlier 

16.  (C/NF)  COMMENT:  With  the  building  tensions  in  the  Cabinet,  the  government's  fall  had  become  almost  certain.  Our  efforts  now  turn  to  support 


